
 
 

Corona virus - student measures 
V200316B 

Dear student 

Concerns related to the Corona virus impact all of us. On an organisation level we implement the necessary 

arrangements and precautions. We pay special attention to learning and other communal spaces. For 

students the following applies. Please note however that for students at independent campuses (Mossel 

Bay, Lydenburg, Benoni, Constantiakruin) they must consult with their local coordinators in respect of 

schedule changes and how learning spaces are dealt with. 

Classes 

Classes during week of 16-20 March: Classes scheduled for the week will still take place. Students who have 

been traveling abroad must skip class during this week as well as students already having flu like symptoms. 

Some international guidelines instruct to self-isolate for 14 days when having travelled. During the time that 

Corona is top of mind for many groups, probably still for some time, we urge students who do not feel well 

to not attend class. 

School holidays: We usually do not have class during school holidays, and we will rework our yearly schedule 

in accordance with national changes made to school holidays given that schools close on the 18 of March up 

to after Easter. There is a possibility that schools will adapt the duration of the June/July holidays to get work 

done that they might have missed. Coram Deo will then also adapt our schedule. 

When classes commence: At this stage we foresee classes commence during the week after the weekend of 

Easter. We will send another communication in this regard. We will follow the national conversation from 

authoritative sources and guidance given in relation to educational institutions leading up to Easter.  Note 

that none of our learning communities have student gatherings that exceed 100 persons. Groups gathering 

should pay attention to general arrangements and precautions given below when meeting. Please make this 

conversation explicit in your communities to avoid feeling award in the face of precautions such as ‘no-

handshakes.’ Every campus and site should do what is necessary to promote good hygiene. 

Possible format change: If circumstances lead to a situation where local gatherings cannot take place; we will 

continue studies online by adding online groups. We have been hosting online communities since 2018. 

Classes can continue unhindered in face-to-face online meetings and we will give more detail about that 

should it be necessary. Please look out for correspondence in this regard closer to Easter (You can also follow 

our Facebook page and website for detail). 

Our team will discuss options for ways in which any classes missed can be caught up. We will also, within 

reasonable limits, consider the criteria that we normally set for class attendance for those who are affected 

adversely. 

Short course/bridging course/ recap class: Every year we decide whether to have a short course that also 

acts as a bridging course and recap class for participants joining the advanced programme in April. We have 

decided to do that this year. However, we will now have to change the dates in most cases. Please consult 



the website for the most up to date information. The dates we are considering is 17, 18 April (instead of 3,4 

April) in local regions (except, potentially, Namibia) or an online version of the course 20-23 April instead of 

6-9 April. 

General arrangement and precautions 
1) Keep 1 meter apart 

Transmission primarily takes place through droplets (cough, exhale, speech) or surface contact). It is at 

this stage not seen as airborne (that is, remaining in the air for a prolonged period). 

2) Wash hands properly for 20 seconds with normal soap-water  

Especially having been in contact with objects/spaces used much in the community (coffee/tea stations; 

bathrooms/toilets) 

Hand sanitiser is an alternative to normal washing of hands. 

3) Avoid physical contact 

No handshakes or hugs 

4) Avoid touching your face 

Along with social distancing, contact avoidance, this is the most important factor in infection.  

5) Get your flu vaccine 

This takes the uncertainty out of having a normal flu when symptoms occur. 

6) Symptoms include 

Dry cough, sore throat | Shortness of breath | Higher than normal temperature | Runny nose 

Stay at home with even a mild-cough or low-grade fever of 37.3 C 

Sneeze into tissue and discard (alternatively in elbow or in clothes) 

Paracetamol Ibuprofen and similar products for pain might mask the symptoms of the Corona virus. 

7) Sources 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance 

http://www.health.gov.za/index.php/outbreaks/145-corona-virus-outbreak/465-corona-virus-outbreak 

Thank you 

Coram Deo management 
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